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LAUDA’S FIRST EMPLOYEE ABROAD HONORED WITH AWARD
Company celebrates Managing Director of LAUDA France on his retirement

Lauda-Königshofen, November 21, 2022 – The long-standing head and Managing Director of LAUDA France S.A.R.L., Eric Couche, is the first overseas employee of LAUDA DR. R. WOBSER GMBH & CO. KG to be awarded the Dr. Rudolf Wobser Medal for his outstanding performance during his 17 years of service at LAUDA. Eric Couche has managed the foreign subsidiary since it was founded on March 1, 2005, and will retire at the start of next year. To present the Dr. Rudolf Wobser Medal and say farewell to the longstanding colleague in the festive setting of the Château Mont Royal in Chantilly, near Paris, the President & CEO Dr. Gunther Wobser traveled to France for the occasion, together with his wife and the Managing Director for international sales, Dr. Ralf Hermann. The entire team at LAUDA France took part in the celebratory evening. 

LAUDA France was founded on March 1, 2005, in Neuilly-sur-Seine – starting with Sales Director Eric Couche as its only employee and an annual turnover of 1.5 million euros. LAUDA France was not only the first subsidiary outside Germany; Eric Couche was also the first overseas LAUDA employee. “I am very thankful for Eric Couche’s contribution and his exceptional work in building up our first foreign subsidiary. The development of LAUDA France has been positively shaped by his reliability and enterprise,” remarked Dr. Gunther Wobser, during his address. Today, the company of ten employees serves key customers in sectors such as pharma or automotive, and expects to generate almost five million euros in revenue in 2023. “That is an amazing achievement,” said the President & CEO in recognition. Maxime Sabre, who has worked for LAUDA France for more than ten years, will succeed Eric Couche as Managing Director of the subsidiary. “Eric Couche and the team at LAUDA France have made a huge contribution to LAUDA's success. I wish him all the best.”

The Dr. Rudolf Wobser Medal, which is made of real gold, was created for the occasion of the 60th company anniversary in 2016 and is awarded to individuals who have made an extraordinary contribution to the family company. Eric Couche is the first overseas employee to be honored with the medal.
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Fig. 1: The President & CEO of LAUDA, Dr. Gunther Wobser, together with the Managing Director of LAUDA France, Eric Couche, his designated successor, the current Sales Director of LAUDA France, Maxime Sabre, and the Managing Director of LAUDA, Dr. Ralf Hermann.
	[image: ]
Fig. 2: The Managing Director of LAUDA France, Eric Couche, the Managing Director of LAUDA, Dr. Ralf Hermann, and President & CEO of LAUDA, Dr. Gunther Wobser, hand over the Dr. Rudolf Wobser Medal and a wood carving by the artist Norbert Gleich.



[bookmark: _Hlk101425681]We are LAUDA – the world leader in precise temperature control. Our constant temperature equipment and systems are at the heart of important applications, contributing to a better future. As a complete one-stop supplier, we guarantee the optimum temperature in research, production and quality control. We are the reliable partner for electromobility, hydrogen, chemicals, pharmaceuticals/biotech, semiconductors and medical technology. We have been inspiring our customers for more than 65 years with our expert mentoring and innovative solutions – every day anew and all over the world. 

In our company, we always go one step further. We support our employees’ development and are constantly developing ourselves: to create a better future together.

Press contact
We are more than happy to make prepared information about our company, applications in the field of temperature control technology, the LAUDA Factory Gallery and our projects in the area of innovation promotion, digitalization and idea management available to the press. We look forward to hearing from you – just give us a call!
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